RACIAL CHARACTERS OF SOUTHERN ARABS

South Arabs in the light of Captain Thomas's observations
and records let us see what the opinion of the expert
anthropologist now is. This part of our task is made easy
by the labours of Professor C. G. Seligman.1 In 1917 he
collected the few measurements which had been made on
natives of Southern Arabia and examined the few skulls of
Southern Arabs which had found a place in Museum
collections. His observations on the racial nature of the
South Arabs are of especial value because Seligman is also
our leading authority on the peoples who live in that part
of Africa which lies opposite to Arabia,2 the Red Sea and
Suez Canal separating the home of the African from that of
the Arab. Now it was while collecting data concerning the
Southern Arabs that Dr. Seligman made a discovery which
greatly surprised most anthropologists. He found that a
high degree of round-headedness - brachycephaly - pre-
vailed amongst them. Why should this discovery have
taken us by surprise? For this reason: the peoples of
Africa, from the Egyptian in the north to the Bushman in
the south, are emphatically long-headed. The Arabs of
the north are also long-headed; the early inhabitants of Ur
were long-headed. We expected that long-headedness
(dolichocephaly) would sweep in an unbroken sequence
over that part of the earth which lies between Mesopotamia
in the north and Cape Colony in the south. Dr. Seligman's
publication brought the orthodox anthropological mind up
with a jerk. The people of South Arabia we expected to be
long-headed. Dr. Seligman's data showed the opposite was
the case; Captain Thomas's measurements proved that the

1 Journ. Roy. jtnthrop. Institute, 1917, Vol. 47, p. 214.

2 Dr. Seligman has summarised his various contributions to African
Anthropology in a small but most useful book. The Races of Africa^ 1930.
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